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BEBENGABIA,

'QUEEN CONSORT OF EICHAED i., SUBNAMED

CCEUE BE LION.

OTTH second Provencal queen, Berengaria, was daughter of
Sancho the "Wise, king of [Navarre, and Beatrice, princess of
Castille. Both Sancho the Wise and his heroic son, Sancho ^the
Strong, had gained great glory by repelling the Moors, who then
threatened western Europe. Eichard Plantagenet first saw the
princess of Navarre at a grand tournament given by king Sancho
at Pampelcna, his capital city. The entanglement with Alice ot1
Prance prevented their marriage, but a long engagement ensued.
The friendship of Eichard for her brother, and the kindness
queen Eleanora had received from king Sancho, who had made
Henry II. ameliorate the first rigours of her imprisonment,
caused her to approve highly of her son's marriage with Beren-
garia. She undertook the embassy concerning it joyfully. The
proposal was accepted by the king of Navarre; and he en-
trusted Berengaria to the care of the queen, who set out with
her to cross Italy to the bay of Naples, king Eichard having
appointed to meet them at Messina, on his voyage to the
crusade. Berengaria and Meanora waited during the spring of
1191 at Brindisi. Eichard was well known to his betrothed, but
etiquette now forbade him, to approach her until the council
convened at Messina should declare VTTI free from the claims of
Alice, whom Philip of Prance affected to consider as his wife. At
length that king, who was too well aware of all that could be
proved against his sister's honour, agreed to receive her back
on the restoration of Gisors, her dower-city, and the payment
of 50,000 crowns. The council of the Church then declared king
Eichard free to marry any other woman. Much time having
been consumed in these negotiations, and king Eichard pressed
to sail with his contingent for the crusade, he and Berengaria
resolved to marry at leisure in the Holy L*nd, particularly as a
friend was ready to accompany the primness thither. Joanna, m